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Summary of the 2025 Decree on Mass Intentions

Effective Date: Easter Sunday, April 20, 2025
Issued by: Dicastery for the Clergy
Approved by: Pope Francis (Palm Sunday, April 13, 2025)

Purpose:
To safeguard the spiritual integrity of the Eucharist and ensure transparency and trust in the

Church’s handling of Mass offerings.

Mass Intentions:
Faithful may still offer stipends for Masses with specific intentions.
Such offerings must not resemble commercial transactions.

Offerings are reaffirmed as a spiritual act of support and participation in the Church's mission.

Collective Intentions:
Allowed only with explicit informed consent from donors.

Must be used sparingly to maintain the link between each offering and a specific Mass.

Prohibited Practices:
Replacing promised Masses with simple mentions is gravely illicit.

Any misuse of offerings is condemned as unjust and potentially simoniacal.

Bishops' Responsibilities:
Ensure catechesis on the meaning and discipline of Mass intentions.

Supervise implementation and maintain accurate records.

Pastoral Dimension:

Priests are encouraged to celebrate Masses for the poor without receiving offerings.

Bishops may reallocate surplus intentions to missions or needy parishes.

Goal:
To uphold the dignity of the Eucharist, protect the faithful’s trust, and renew fidelity to the

Church’s tradition.





